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and that a tree of liberty or a red cap have no necessary
relation to the art or science of government.2

When a political settlement has become hardened by
prescription, even the most transient disturbance of it
is a fact of moment. It dislocates the traditional mode
of thinking and breaks the hard crust of usage. Even
if the old order be restored, the restoration is never
quite exact. It cannot reproduce a state of feeling of
which one of the essential conditions was the bare
fact of unbroken continuity. The old furniture may
be replaced, but it is viewed not as a fixture but as a
movable; and questions arise as to whether it looks
well in its former position.

So it was with the short-lived Italian republics
founded under the Directory. Ephemeral as they
were, and the creatures of military coercion and
financial greed, they broke an old tradition and
started a new one. Rome, Naples, Milan, Genoa
were capitals of republics, organized on French
designs, and depending, so far as local support was
concerned, upon the sympathies of the lettered and
professional middle class, for whom little space had
previously been found in the public life of the country.
It is true that, in 1798, Austrian and Russian victories
swept the French out of Italy, and that the Cisalpine,
Roman, and Parthenopean Republics were brushed
away like cobwebs ; but it was not in vain that the
tricolour had waved over Milan, Rome, and Naples,
and the brief Roman Republic formed a precedent
for that larger design which fifty years later, thanks
to the valour of Garibaldi, was printed so deeply on
the Italian heart.

One incident there was in the year 1799 which made
an indelible impression upon Southern Italy and may